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CANTO 5
THE DEPARTURE



5.1 S A TATHA VISAYAIR vilobhyamanah
param’|arhair api Sakyalrajajsanuh
na jagama dhrtim na $arma lebhe,

hrdaye simha iv’ 4ti|/digdhajviddhah.

atha mantrijsutaih ksamaih kada cit
sakhibhi$ citrakathaih krt'|Anuyatrah
vanalbhamildidrksaya $am’[épsur

naraldev’[Anumato bahih pratasthe.

nava|rukmalkhalinalkinkinikam
pracalacjcamarajcaruhemalbhandam
abhiruhya sa Kanthakam sadjasvam

prayayau ketum iva drum’|abjalketuh.

sa vikrstatarim van’jAntabhimim
vanallobhic ca yayau mahijgunic ca;
salil'|ormilvikaralsirajmargam

vasul/dham ¢’ 4iva dadarsa krsyamanam.

s halajbhinnalvikirnal$aspaldarbham
hatajstksmalkrimilkitajantulkirnam
samaveksya rasaim tathajvidham t@am

svaljanasy éva vadhe bhréam $usoca.
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ALTHOUGH, IN this way, the Shakya king’s son
was enticed with priceless objects of sense,
yet he got no content, found no relief,

like a lion shot in the heart

with a poison-tipped arrow.

Then one day, with the consent of the king,
he went outside to see the wooded groves,
along with able sons of ministers

and friends good at narrating vivid tales,
yearning to find peace.

He set out mounted on the good horse Kanthaka—
the bells hanging from its bit were made of new gold,
its gold trappings made charming with

flowing chowries—
like the glint of drumdbja mounted on a flag.*

Love of the woods and the exquisite land
drew him deep into the distant forest;
there he saw the carth being plowed, with furrows

resembling the rippling waves on water.

Clumps of grass dug up by the plow littered the earth,
covered with tiny dead creatures, insects and worms;
as he beheld the earth with all these strewn about,
he grieved greatly, as if a kinsman had been killed.
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LIFE OF THE BUDDHA

krsatah purusams ca viksamanah
pavan’[ark’|Am$ulrajolvibhinnajvarnan
vahanalklamajviklavams ca dhuryan

param’jaryah paramam krpam cakara.

avatirya tatas turangalprstac
chanakair gam vyacarac chuci paritah
jagato jananalvyayam vicinvan

«krpanam khalv idam» ity uvaca ¢’ artah.

manasa ca viviktatam abhipsuh
sulhrdas tan anuyayino nivarya
abhitas calalcaru|parnavatya

vijane milam upeyivan sa jambvah.

nisasada sa yatra §aucavatyam
bhuvi vaidaryalnikasaj$advalayam
jagatah prabhavajvyayau vicinvan

manasa$ ca sthitijmargam alalambe.

sqo  samavaptajmanah|sthiti$ ca sadyo
visay’'|écch”jadibhir adhibhi$ ca muktah
sajvitarka|vicaram apa $antam

prathamam dhyanam an|asrava|prakaram.
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THE DEPARTURE

Seeing the men plowing the fields,
their bodies discolored
by the wind, the dust, the scorching
rays of the sun,
oxen wearied by the toil of pulling the plows,
great compassion overwhelmed that great noble man.

Getting down from the horse, then, he began to pace
slowly across that land, deeply engulfed by grief,
reflecting on the birth and death of all creatures;

and deeply anguished, he cried out:

“How wretched, indeed, is this world!”

Getting rid of those friends who accompanied him,
wishing to reach some clarity in his own mind,

he reached the foot of a rose apple tree in a

lonely spot with charming leaves rustling all around.

On that pure ground with grass the color of beryl,
he sat down, and as he began to contemplate

the origin and destruction of all creatures,

he embarked upon the path of mental stillness.

Achieving at once the state of mental stillness,
and freedom from worries, such as sensual desire,
he attained the first trance—

with thought and reflection,
tranquil, uninfluenced by the evil inflows.*
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LIFE OF THE BUDDHA

adhigamya tato vivekaljam tu
parama)pritijsukham manahjsamadhim
idam eva tatah param pradadhyau

manasa lokajgatim ni$imya samyak:

«krpanam, bata, yajljanah svayam sann
ajvaso vyadhiljarajvinasajdharma
jaray” rditam dturam mrtam va

param aljiio vijugupsate mad’jandhah.

iha ced aham idréah svayam san
vijugupseya param tathajsvabhavam,
na bhavet sajdréam hi tat ksamam va

paramam dharmam imam vijanato me.»

iti tasya vipasyato yathavaj
jagato vyadhiljaravipatti/dosan
balajyauvanaljivitapravrtto

vijagim’ atmalgato madah ksanena.

na jaharsa na ¢’ 4pi ¢’ 4nutepe;
vicikitsim na yayau na tandrijnidre;
na ca kimalgunesu samrarafje;

na vididvesa param na ¢’ 4vamene.
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THE DEPARTURE

Thereupon, he attained absorption of the mind,
born of discernment, with the joy of supreme bliss;
knowing rightly in his mind the course of the world,
thereafter he pondered over this very thing:

“How wretched that ignorant man,
blinded by pride,
who, though himself powerless
and subject to the law
Of disease, old age, and death,
should treat with contempt*
another who's sick, dead, or oppressed by old age!

If I, being myself like that,
should treat with contempt*
another man here with a nature just like that,
It would not befit me, and it would not be right,
I who have come to fathom
this supreme dharma.”

As he thus saw rightly the evils of the world,

the evils of disease, old age, and death,

pride of self in an instant departed from him,
pride resulting from his strength, youth, and life.

He did not give in to dejection or delight;

he did not give in to doubt, or to sloth or sleep;

he felt no attachment to sensual delights;

he did not hate others or treat them with contempt.
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LIFE OF THE BUDDHA

iti buddhir iyam ca niJrajaska
vavrdhe tasya mah”[atmano visuddha
purusair a|parair ajdréyamanah

purusa$ ¢’ 6pasasarpa bhiksulvesah.

narajdevajsutas tam abhyaprcchad:
«vada, ko ’s’ ti?» $asamsa so ’tha tasmai:
«naralpumgava, janmajmrtyulbhitah

$ramanah pravrajito ’smi moksalhetoh.

jagati ksayal/dharmake mumuksur
mrgaye "ham $ivam alksayam padam tat
svaljane 'nyaljane ca tulyalbuddhir

visayebhyo vinivrttajragajdosah.

nivasan kva cid eva vrksajmile
vijane v” dyatane girau vane va
vicaramy a|parigraho nirfasah

param’[irthaya yath”|6papannajbhaiksah.»

s20  iti padyata eva rajajstinor
idam uktva sa nabhah samutpapata;
sa hi tadjvapur anyabuddhaldarsi

smrtaye tasya sameyivan div’jaukah.
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THE DEPARTURE

As this awareness, stainless and free of passion,
began to wax strong in that noble man,

a man approached him wearing a mendicant’s garb,
unseen by any of the other men.

The son of the king then questioned that man:
“Tell me. Who are you?”

And the man gave him this reply:
“Frightened by birth and death, bull among men,

I have gone forth as a recluse,
for the sake of release.

I seek release within this perishable world,
I seek that holy and imperishable state,
I regard my own people and others alike,
love and hate of sensual things
have been extinguished in me.

Dwelling anywhere at all—under trees,
a deserted temple, forest or hill—

I wander without possessions or wants,
living on almsfood I happen to get,
in search of the supreme goal.”

Having said this, he flew into the sky, 5.20
even as the son of the king looked on;

for he was a deity who in that form

had seen other Buddhas and had come down

to arouse the attention of the prince.
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gaganam khalgavad gate ca tasmin
nrjvarah samjahrse visismiye ca;
upalabhya tata$ ca dharmajsamjham*

abhiniryanajvidhau matim cakara.

tata Indrajsamo jit'|éndriy’|asvah
praviviksuh puram a§vam aruroha;
parivarajjanam tv aveksamanas

tata ev’ Abhimatam vanam na bheje.

sa jaramaranalksayam cikirsur
vanalvasiya matim smrtau nidhaya
pravivesa punah puram na kamad

vanabhiimer iva mandalam dvip’|éndrah.

«sukhita, bata, nirvrta ca sa stri
patir idrksa ih’ ayat’|aksa yasyah!»
iti tam samudiksya rajalkanya

pravi$antam pathi s'jafjalir jagada.

s2s  atha ghosam imam mah”[abhra|ghosah
pari$uérava $amam param ca lebhe;
$rutavan sa hi «nirvrt” éti» $abdam

parinirvanajvidhau matim cakara.
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THE DEPARTURE

When he had flown to the sky like a bird,

that foremost of men was thrilled and amazed;
then, perceiving that emblem of dharma,*

he set his mind on how he might leave home.

Then, that Indra’s equal,

who had controlled the horses of senses,
mounted his horse to enter the city;

out of concern for his men he did not

go directly to the forest he loved.

Intending to destroy old age and death,
his mind set on living the forest life,

he entered the city again
unwillingly, like an elephant king
from the forest entering a corral.

On seeing him entering along the road,
a royal maiden, her palms joined, exclaimed:

“Happy, indeed, and fulfilled is the wife,
O Long-eyed One,
Who has for her husband here such a man!”

Then, as he heard this voice,
he obtained supreme calm,
he whose voice was like that of a great thunder cloud;

for, as he heard the word “fulfilled,” he set his mind

on the means to final Nirvanic fulfillment.
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LIFE OF THE BUDDHA

atha kancanal$ailajérngajvarsma
gajajmeghalrsabhalbahulnisvan’jaksah
ksayam alksaya/dharmaljatalragah

$asijsimh’|Ananalvikramah prapede.

mrgalrajajgatis tato "bhyagacchan
nrfpatim mantrijganair upasyamanam
samitau Marutam iva jvalantam

Maghavantam tri/dive Sanatkumarah.

pranipatya ca safjalir babhase:
«disa mahyam, nara|deva, sadhv anujfiam;
parivivrajisaimi moksalhetor,

niyato hy asya janasya viprayogah.»

iti tasya vaco nisamya raja
karin” &’ Abhihato drumas cacala
kamala|pratime "fijalau grhitva

vacanam ¢ édam uvaca baspalkanthah:

s30  «pratisamhara, tata, buddhim etam,
na hi kalas tava dharmajsamsrayasya;
vayasi prathame matau calayam

bahu|dosam hi vadanti dharmalcaryam.
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THE DEPARTURE

Then, in stature like the peak of the golden mount,
arms of an elephant, voice of a thunder cloud,
eyes of a bull, gait of a lion, face like the moon,
he reached the dwelling place
with his yearning aroused
for the dharma that’s imperishable.

Then he, with the gaitof the king of beasts, approached
the king attended by the group of ministers,

as Sanat-kumdra in the third heaven approached
Indra shining in the council of the Maruts.

He prostrated himself with his palms joined and said:

“Kindly grant me permission, O god among men;
to gain release, I desire the wandering life,
For separation is appointed for this man.”

Hearing his words, the king began to shake,

like a tree struck down by an elephant;

grasping his hands that looked like lotus buds,
the king uttered these words, choking with tears:

“Turn back, my son, from this resolution,
for it’s not the time for you
to give yourself to dharma;
For, when you're young and your mind is fickle,
there’re many dangers, they say,
in the practice of dharma.
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LIFE OF THE BUDDHA

visayesu kutthal'|éndriyasya
vratalkhedesv asamarthajni$cayasya
tarunasya manas calaty aranyad

anjabhijfiasya viSesato viveke.

mama tu, priyajdharma, dharmalkalas
tvayi laksmim avasrjya laksmajbhacte;
sthiralvikrama, vikramena dharmas

tava hitva tu gurum bhaved a/dharmah.

tad imam vyavasdyam utsrja tvam,
bhava tavan nirato grhajstha/dharme;
purusasya vayah|sukhani bhuktva

ramaniyo hi tapolvanalprave$ah.»

iti vakyam idam ni$amya rajhah
kalavinkajsvara uttaram babhase:
«yadi me pratibha$ catursu rajan

bhavasi tvam na tapolvanam §rayisye.

535 na bhaven maranaya jivitam me,
viharet svasthyam idam ca me na rogah,
na ca yauvanam aksipej jara me,

na ca sampattim imam hared vipattih.»
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THE DEPARTURE

As objects of sense tend to excite his senses,
as he can’t be firm facing the hardships of vows,
A young man’s mind turns away
from the wilderness,
above all as he is not used to solitude.

But for me it is the time for dharma,
after conferring on you sovereignty,
you who possess the marks of sovereignty
O lover of dharma;

But if you leave your father by violating
the right order, you whose courage is firm,*
your dharma will turn into adhdrma.

So, give up this resolution of yours,

give yourself for now to houschold dharma;
For, when one goes to the ascetic grove

after he has enjoyed the joys of youth,

it’s truly a wonderful sight!”

Hearing these words of the king, he gave this reply,
in a voice like that of a kalavinka bird:

“If you will become a surety for me
in four things, O King,

I will not go to the ascetic grove.

My life shall never be subject to death,

disease shall not steal this good health of mine,
Old age shall never overtake my youth,

no mishap shall rob this fortune of mine.”
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LIFE OF THE BUDDHA

iti durjlabham artham tcivaimsam
tanayam vakyam uvaca Sakya|rajah:
«tyaja buddhim imam ati|pravrttam

avahasyo ’timano|ratho ’|krama$ ca.»

atha Meru|gurur gurum babhase:
«yadi n” 4sti krama esa, n’ 4smi varyah;
$arandj jvalanena dahyamanan

na hi ni§cikramisuh ksamam grahitum.

jagata$ ca yada dhruvo viyogo,
nanu dharmaya varam svayam|viyogah;
ajvasam nanu viprayojayen mam

alkrtajsv’jArtham altrptam eva mreyuh.»

iti bhamilpatir nisamya tasya
vyavasdyam tanayasya nirmumuksoh
abhidhaya «na yasyat iti» bhiayo

vidadhe raksanam uttamams ca kiman.

s.40  sacivais tu nidar$ito yathavad
bahujmanat pranayac ca §astrajpiirvam
guruna ca nivarito ’$rulpataih

pravive$’ avasatham tatah sa §ocan—
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THE DEPARTURE

To his son making such a hard request,

the king of the Shakyas made this response:

“Withdraw this your request, it is inordinate;

An extravagant wish is improper and extreme.”*

Then that one, mighty as Meru, told his father:

“If that’s not possible, don’t hold me back;
for it is not right to obstruct a man,
Who’s trying to escape from a burning house.

When separation is the fixed rule for this world,
is it not far better for dharma’s sake
to make that separation on my own?

Will death not separate me as I stand

helpless and unfulfilled,

without reaching my goal?”

When the king thus ascertained the resolve
of his son in search of final release,
he exclaimed, “He shall not leave!”
and made arrangements for security,
and provided him with choicest pleasures.

But when the ministers had duly counseled him,
according to scriptures, with deep respect and love;
and his father had stopped him,

shedding copious tears,
sorrowfully, then, he entered his residence—
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calalkundalajcumbit’|Ananabhir
ghana|ni$vasajvikampitastanibhih
vanitabhir a|dhirajlocanabhir

mrgal$avabhir iv’ Abhyudiksyamanah.

sa hi kaficana|parvat’|avadarto
hrday’|6nmadalkaro var’Angananam
$ravan’jangajvilocan’jatmalbhavan

vacana|sparéalvapur|gunair jahara.

vigate divase tato vimanam
vapusa siirya iva pradipyamanah
timiram vijighamsur atmalbhasa

ravir udyann iva Merum aruroha.

kanak’|6jjvalaldiptaldipajvrksam
varalkal’[Aguru|dhGpalparnajgarbham
adhiruhya sa vajrajbhakti|citram

pravaram kaficanam dsanam siseve.

545 tata uttamam uttam’[Angands tam
niéi tiryair upatasthur Indrakalpam
Himavacchiras’ iva candralgaure

Dravin’[éndr’jatmajam apsaro|gan’[Aughah.
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THE DEPARTURE

while young women, their faces kissed by their
dangling earrings, their breasts throbbing with deep
and constant sighs, their eyes darting hither

and thither, gazed up at him like young does.

For he, as bright as the golden mountain
bewitching the hearts of those peetless girls,
enthralled their ears and limbs, their eyes and selves,
with his speech and touch, beauty and virtues.

Then, as the day came to an end,
his body shining like the sun,

he climbed up to the high palace,
like the rising sun Mount Meru,
so as to dispel the darkness

with the light of his self.

Going up to his inner chamber

filled with incense of the best black aloe,
lit by candelabra glistening with gold,

he sat on a splendid seat made of gold
and bespeckled with streaks of diamonds.

Then, during that night, splendid girls 5.45
playing their musical instruments

entertained that equal of Indra, that splendid man,

as on the Himalayan peak as white as the moon,

large throngs of dpsarases entertained

the son of the Lord of Wealth.*
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paramair api divyajtiryalkalpaih
sa tu tair n’ diva ratim yayau na harsam;
param’jirthajsukhaya tasya sadhor

abhiniscikramisa yato na reme.

atha tatra surais tapo|varisthair
Akanisthair vyavasayam asya buddhva
yugapat pramadaljanasya nidra

vihit” asid vikrtas ca gatrajcestah—

abhavac chayita hi tatra ka cid
vinive$ya pracale kare kapolam
dayitam api rukmalpattrajcitram

kupit” &v’ 4nkalgatam vihaya vinam;

vibabhau karallagnajvenur anya
stana|visrastalsit|Am$uka $ayana
rjulsatjpadajpanketiljustajpadma

jalajphenalprahasat|tata nad” iva;
jalajp p !

navalpuskarajgarbhalkomalabhyam
tapaniy’|6jjvalajsamgat’|Angadabhyam
svapiti sma tath” 4|para bhujabhyam

parirabhya priyavan mrdangam eva;
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THE DEPARTURE

But even that music of the finest instruments,
rivaling those of heaven,

did not bring him mirth or joy;
the sole desire of that good man was to leave his home
in search of ultimate joy;
therefore, he did not rejoice.

Then, Akanishtha deities, who

practiced the best austerities,

became aware of his resolve;

at once they made those young women succumb
to sleep,

and in unsightly postures positioned their limbs—

one was reclining there resting her cheek
on her unsteady hand, tossing her lute

adorned with gold leaf resting on her lap
as if in anger, though she loved it much;

another sparkled, a flute in her hand,
lying down, her white gown slipping
from her breasts,
looking like a river, its banks laughing with foam,
its lotuses relished by a straight row of bees;*

another slept embracing her tambour, 5.50
as if it were her lover, with her hands

tender as the hearts of new lotuses,

glistening gold armlets linked to each other;
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